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Banff Harbour Newsletter — September 2008

September is here again already and its time for another Banff Harbour Marina
newsletter.

Our second summer season here at Banff is drawing to a close and | am pleased to
say that we have had a much better time of it this year than last. We had a good
fortnight in April 2007 as | remember and that was about it! Many of you have
enjoyed local regattas and festivals and also the occasional impromptu race! Whilst
on the subject can | draw your attention to the Banff Sailing Club Regatta on 13
September. See the notice board for more details. Also the Findochty Boat Race will
take place this weekend.



| am pleased to report the safe return of a number of our berth holders from their
travels this summer.

Don Thompson returned earlier last
month from a trip to the west coast, and
although he got stuck for a little while
due to a damaged lock gate I'm sure he
made the most of it — and having seen
the photographs there are definitely
worse places to be stuck! George
Craigen returned last week from a trip to
Wick and Orkney.

Steve Brockman took part in the Banff Stravanger Race earlier in the season and
after the race he came back briefly before also going to Wick and Orkney where he
met up with George. Chris Clarkson and his crew also headed for Wick for a
weekend and again to Lossiemouth.

Although it is still only September it is time to start arranging the winter berths in the
harbour compounds so if you want your vessel to be allocated a spot then please get
in touch, in writing, by 30 September 2008 so as | can begin the process. As always
can | ask you all to ensure that the compounds are kept as tidy as possible and if you
are storing a trailer there could you please label it with your vessel’'s name.

Speaking of the end of September could | also take this opportunity to remind berth
holders who have elected to pay by instalments that the final 25% payment will soon
be due. The Council are investigating the possibility of setting up Direct Debit
payments for the 2009/10 season - this is partially dependant on the success of the
current payment methods so watch this space.

The long awaited suction dredge has finally taken place in the middle basin. The
pump ran for 6 days in total over two weeks, (from the 18 August until 29 August)
early soundings suggest that the dredge has been reasonably successful, however it
will take until next week and things have settled down before we can get an accurate
picture.

Some more good news to close with, we have finally had some money allocated to
carry out the extension for the harbour office. Work should be well underway, if not
completed, come the start of next year's summer season.

That's it for another newsletter, fingers crossed for a good September with plenty of
opportunities to get a sail up before the end of the season.



